Tecumseh Theater Fundraiser
Donate between July 1st til August 7th
Help us support history by creating a future!
Follow our progress
@tecumsehtheater or tecumsehtheater.org
116 W Main St PO Box 13 Shawnee, Ohio 43782
tecumsehtheatershawneeohio@gmail.com

July 1st, 2020

Dear Friend,
When I ﬁrst visited Shawnee about ten years ago, I had the same notion that I imagine
nearly everyone has: “this place is amazing, and look at that huge building!” The
Tecumseh Theater certainly is unmistakable, and rightly so. For over a century, it has
anchored the entire village. It stands proudly on Main Street, and even from afar you can
see it on the hill of Shawnee, emerging from the forest that surrounds it.
On that ﬁrst visit, I remember walking up steep, wide stairs and crossing the threshold
into the second ﬂoor theater. And that was when I had a real “ah-ha!” moment. Even in
its unrestored state, I immediately felt the past and present coming together. I imagined
all that had happened there: dances, social gatherings, concerts, plays, youth groups,
labor meetings, and graduations. I saw the ﬂickering lights of movies, and heard laughter
and applause from the balcony. I also pictured basketball games that took place there,
where my grandfather Mordecai Williams was the 1924 captain. Finally, I could see all of
the hard work that had gone into the theater to preserve it over the past forty-odd years:
two new roofs, new windows, and countless other repairs.
This experience of standing in the Tecumseh Theater made me want to come back again
and again, to learn more, and in some way be a part of the community that uses it. Now,
in these times where we need to stay apart from one another, I ﬁnd myself dreaming
about the Tecumseh Theater and how it seems to bring us together. It is a building that
inspires us and captures our imagination. It honors the past, and allows us to dream of a
new future not only for the theater but for the larger region, too. Put simply, the
Tecumseh Theater is at the heart of Shawnee and Appalachian Ohio.
Now, the community that has worked so hard to take care of the Tecumseh Theater
needs your help. Like so many other people and businesses during the Covid-19
pandemic, the theater has lost its revenues. Many performances and events have been
cancelled, festivals have been postponed, and the caretakers ﬁnd themselves struggling
to keep the theater going. At the same time, many of the village's leaders and
organizations have come together to recognize how central and important the theater is.
Working together, they are inspired to create a new community to keep the theater
running into the future.
Today, I am asking you to join me in becoming a part of this new community working
hard to save the Tecumseh Theater, and share in the wonder and inspiration the
building creates. Your donations will go directly toward the theater’s immediate
operation costs: you’ll be literally keeping the lights on in the theater, and helping with
much needed maintenance and repairs. And, as this new community grows, your
membership will help continue the restorations already begun.
Now is a great time to become a friend of the Tecumseh
Theater. The theater is at the center of Shawnee, the
center of its cultural life, and the center of our
imagination. I hope that someday soon (when it is safe
for all of us to do so), you’ll stop by for a visit. And
perhaps the theater will capture your imagination, too.

Sincerely,
Brian Harnetty
On behalf of the Shawnee Trail Town Committee,
Destination Shawnee, Buckeye Trail Association,
the Little Cities of Black Diamonds Council,
Ohio’s Winding Road, Ohio’s Hill Country Heritage Area,
and Sunday Creek Associates

